STAGE CONFIDENCES
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When they heard the roar behind them, they turned their heads, and then a funnier, wilder exit I never saw than was made by these two dignified old gentlemen; while Owens added to the laughter by taking me by the hand, and when we had assumed their exact attitude, singing "Two wandering boys from Switzerland."
I am reminded that the f/rst performance I ever saw in my life had one of the most grotesque interruptions imaginable. At a sort of country hotel much frequented by driving parties and sleighing parties, a company of players were "strapped,"—to use the theatrical term, stranded, — unable either to pay their bills or to move on. There was a ballroom in the house, and the proprietor allowed them to erect a temporary stage there and give a performance, the guests in the house promising to attend in a body.
One of the plays was an old French farce, known to English audiences as "The Hole in the Wall." The principal comedythe "Araby the Blest" scent of mince meat.th, " Blast that smell — there it is again!'*y                                 ;
